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“The Show Must Go On”

What the Performing Arts were doing when they weren’t doing what we know they do.

What do people in Show Business do when they’re locked up? A Photographic Exhibition and Book Launch, by photographer Heidi 
Victoria. Preview photography exhibition of over 40 framed portraits of leading Australian performing artists in lockdown. Exhibition 
opens 9 February and runs to 30 May 2021 at Sofitel on Collins, 45th Floor, 25 Collins Street, Melbourne.

To coincide with the exhibition, Heidi has launched a book of photographs and stories of over 70 Australia’s leading performing arts 
identities in their own environments telling of their time during lock-down. Both the exhibition and book feature some amazingly 
talented people including Rhonda Burchmore, Stephen Curry, Bobby Fox, Marina Prior, Denise Scott, Isaiah Firebrace, Fred Schepisi, 
Grant Piro, Jonathan Welch, John Michael Howson, Jack Levi (Elliott Goblet), Dolly Diamond, Gary Sweet, Wilbur Wilde…….and 
so many more!

Throughout the ages, the world has been hit hard by global pandemics. The Performing Arts are usually the first to be shut down 
and often the last to be allowed to start back up again. This industry is unique and the people who work within the Performing Arts 
are resilient by nature. Many of them have re-invented themselves and their income streams, passing time until the magic is allowed 
to happen again.

From house-hold names, to those who make everything happen behind the scenes, this project covers a multiple of genres – Music 
theatre, jazz, dance, comedy, ballet, opera, pop, classical, television, film, cabaret and so much more. It’s a fascinating look behind 
the scenes at the stars and how they experienced lockdown.

Heidi Victoria
The Honourable Heidi Victoria is an environmental portraitist. She works with the natural ambience of a moment in order to 
authentically capture each subject. Having graduated as a photographer over 30 years ago, Heidi became a voice for the arts 
industry, serving in the Parliament of Victoria for 12 years including as a much-admired Minister for the Arts, but always yearned to 
return to her first love - photography. 

As COVID-19 emerged and opportunities for artists evaporated overnight, she decided to document those hardest-hit, with the aim 
of producing a series of compelling images to inspire future generations when faced with seemingly insurmountable circumstances. 
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